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CONNECTICUT JCI SENATE 
(A 501(C)(3) OrgANIzATION) 

www.CTJCISENATE.Org 

SENATOPICS 
ThE CT JCI SENATE 
2020-2021 BOArd Of 
dIrECTOrS 
 
President 
Michele Tarantino #63380 
cheleot@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
Bonnie Blaisdell #69956 
blaisboj@aol.com 
Treasurer, Newsletter 
Jack Pasquale #32806 
ctjci32806@gmail.com 
COB 
Cathy Dempsey #67625  
cadmpsy752@earthlink.net 
Social Media Director 
Nancy Gianetti #69463 
toohyper@sbcglobal.net 
 

frOM ThE PrESIdENT 
 

CALLING ALL CT JCI 
SENATORS… WE NEED YOU! 

In two months Connecticut will 
be hosting the Region I Caucus.   

Thank you to Karen Thomson for deciding 
to push through all obstacles so that we 
can meet safely on May 1st!  It will be nice 
to see everyone that can be there in 

person.  The meeting will be available 
virtually if you are not ready to be with a 
group.  I'm happy to announce that 
President Ariel Jones will be in 
attendance.  I hope to see you there!   

On May 1, 2021, we will also be having 
our year-end Connecticut meeting.  If you 
will have me, I have decided to run again 
for President and hopefully get an 
opportunity to do more than virtual and 
online projects, events and meetings.  
Please consider filling another open Board 
Position, it would be great to have a full 
team to work with as we get things back to 
normal!! 
 
Please think about how we can continue 
to grow the Connecticut Senate.  With so 
few Jaycee Chapters, we are limited in 
bringing in new Senators.  Is there a 
Forgotten Senator we should think about?  
Is there someone who was awarded a 
Senatorship that didn't join the Senate?  I 
would love to hear your thoughts on this... 
and I am always available to discuss by 
phone, email, text or smoke signals if 
needed!!   
 
Let's continue to "Give 'em something to 
talk about" Connecticut - and finish this 
Senate-Year with a bang! 
 

Michele Tarantino, Senator #63380 
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frOM ThE COB 
 
Hello my fellow Senators! 

It is never too early to start 
thinking about being on the 
2021-2022 Board of Directors.  

As the Chairman of the Board, it is my job 
to help fill the board for the upcoming 
year! Let me know if you have any 
questions about any of the positions! It is 
a great way to help further the Senate 
Movement! 

ARTICLE XV 
Elections 

Section 1.  Two (2) months prior to the 
annual meeting in each year, the 
Nominating Committee shall convene.  
The Nominating Committee shall consist 
of the three (3) most recent Past 
Presidents of the Association who are 
willing to serve. 
Section 2.  The Committee will make a 
reasonable effort to recommend at least 
one candidate for each elected office and 
shall notify the Secretary of their 
selections not later than April 15th.  The 
recommended slate of officers shall be 
sent to members electronically via e-mail 
to those members for which the 
association has e-mail addresses or in 
writing no later than two (2) weeks prior to 
the election. 
Section 3.  Vacancies occurring in any 
office or committee shall be filled by 
appointment by the Board of Directors 
until the next meeting of the Association, 
when the appointment must be ratified by 
the membership. 
 
Cathy Dempsey, Senator #67625 
 

SChOLArShIP NEwS 
  

One of the best parts of being 
a US JCI Senator is helping  

out a graduating high school senior by 
awarding them a financial scholarship. 
The CT JCI Senate hosted a national 
meeting a few years ago, to fund our 
scholarship program. Thankfully we are in 
a position to award two $500 scholarships 
every year. We then forward our two 
winners, onto the national level, where 
they compete for at least thirty $1,000 
scholarships!  So, in case you weren’t 
doing the math, that is $30,000 that our 
national organization is giving away! We 
are a part of this, be proud! 
 
The last couple of years, I have helped 
judge the awards and it was always a fun 
process getting together one maybe two 
times to narrow down the candidates. 
Unfortunately, due to COVID concerns, I 
had to switch up how we judged our 
awards. We received 13 awards by the 
deadline. Sadly, due to the US Post Office 
delays, one submission arrived one month 
after the postmark. It was coming from 
Bristol High School to my house in 
Cheshire. We had already picked our 
winners and the national deadline had 
also already passed, so this application 
was not part of the process. In total we 
had 14 submissions. 
 
Since we had so few submissions, I 
decided to make copies of all the 
applications. I made a few phone calls and 
then dropped the applications off at our 
judge’s houses. This way we could all be 
safe and several people gave their 
opinions. 
 
The judges including myself were:  
Bonnie Blaisdell, Senator #69956 
Sandy Samoncik, Senator #61448 
Ralph Lockman, Senator #59605 and  
Kathy Doherty, Senator #52919 
 
Even with such a small number of 
applications we still had a bright group to 
pick from.  A sampling of the candidates, 
they had a variety of career aspirations: 
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pilot, stage manager, teacher, journalist, a 
STEM career, Orthopedic Doctor, 
OB/GYN Doctor, History Professor, combo 
politics/computer career, environmental 
sciences and marine science career. Most 
if not all were excellent students with 
impressive lists of grades, athletic 
participation, music participation and held 
part time jobs. Some also took college 
level classes already, attended HOBY, 
attained the level of Eagle Scout, holds a 
patent, donated their time back to their 
communities and helped out their families 
financially because one or both parents 
had lost their jobs due to COVID. One girl 
was even held up a gunpoint at her job.  
 
After reading thru this impressive list of 
young people we picked our winners: 
Coldon Bobowick 

 Is from Sandy Hook CT 
 attends Newtown High School 
 has already been accepted to 

Brown University where he hopes 
to pursue a STEM Career 

 member of the National, World 
Language and Science Honor 
Societies 

 member/captain of swim/dive and 
cross-country teams 

 Newtown REACH Youth Mentor 
 member of the Ben’s Lighthouse 

emotional stability youth mentorship 
program 

 on the Newtown Prevention Council 
 GPA: 4.157 unweighted & 4.909 

weighted 
 

Rakshita Ramakrishna 
 is from Stamford, CT 
 attends Stamford High School 
 has already been accepted to Duke 

University where she hopes to 
pursue a political science and data 
science degree 

 attended HOBY-Hugh O’Brien 
Youth Leadership Conference 

 member of student council  

 member of the Mayor’s Youth 
Leadership Council 

 member of the debate team 
 member of the Science National 

Honor Society 
 volunteer at Boys & Girls Club 
 intern for Congressman Jim Hine’s 

and State Representative Caroline 
Simmons’ offices 

 has her own tutoring business 
 GPA: 3.9821 unweighted & 4.9471 

weighted 
 
I called both of our winners and they were 
very appreciative to have been picked. I 
have mailed their applications onto the 
national level, for the next round. Fingers 
Crossed!  Please see Coldon’s and 
Rakshita’s personal statements elsewhere 
in this newsletter.   
 
I would like to thank our judges for 
stepping up to help. Hoping that next year 
we can all be in the same room to judge! 
Until then stay safe! 
 
Sincerely, 
Cathy Dempsey 

frOM ThE TrEASUrEr 
2021 is off and running in a 
good direction.  Many of us are 
fortunate enough to have 
received our vaccinations  

to protect against the Covid-19 virus and 
hopefully see the beginning of the end of 
the pandemic.  
 

Life Members are continuing to support 
our Senate organization by making a 
donation to the Connecticut JCI Senate to 
bolster the Life Fund, General Fund, 
Scholarship Fund, and Forgotten Senators 
Fund.  Checks can be sent to the CT JCI 
SENATE, c/o Jack Pasquale. Treasurer, 
655 Los Altos, North Port, FL 34287.   

 



Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About                    March 2021 Page 4 

Thank you to the following “in lieu of 
travel” Contributors:   

 Fran Kass Senator #60798 
 Jeff Kass Senator #32300 
 Vin Lentini Senator #47865 
 Jack Pasquale Senator #32806 

 
Thank you to the following General Fund 
Contributors: 

 Vin Lentini Senator #47865 

Thank you Senators.  Amazon has 
advised us that we reached the threshold 
to receive a payment of $10.15 from 
Amazon through online purchases using 
the Smile Amazon charitable giving 
program.  Have you “SMILED 
LATELY”?   

 
Jack Pasquale, Senator #32806 
 

SECrETAry 
 Hello Connecticut Senators 
Last month we were expecting 

snow, snow, snow but now with the 
daylight savings time and longer days we 
can look forward to sunshine and warmer 
weather.   

Speaking of looking forward the CT JCI 
Senate Annual Meeting will be held 
Saturday morning of the Region ONE 
Caucus.  The registration for the Caucus 
is elsewhere in this newsletter.  I cannot 
wait to be able to meet in person and 
socialize with my JCI Senate family soon.   

It won’t be long after that we will be ONTO 
Virginia Beach and the US JCI Senate 
Annual Meeting and elections.  If you are 
going or think you plan to go, please let 
me know so we can circulate the 
information for who may be rooming with 
whom, Region Booth participation, and all 
the socialization so no one is left out.    

 
In Senate and Friendship, 
Bonnie Blaisdell #69956 

frOM ThE SOCIAL 
MEdIA dIrECTOr 

Hello Senators! 
 
I hope everyone is doing 
well and staying warm (or 
for our snow birds, staying 

 cool) and safe. I hope everyone is 
enjoying your CT JCI Senate Facebook 
page. I share not only the happenings of 
CT but also the information from the U.S. 
JCI Senate and Ariel 2021 pages to keep 
us all engaged.  If you haven’t already 
liked the page, you can find it at CT JCI 
Senate and click the join/like button. It is 
private (so everyone in the world doesn’t 
see the info) so we have to accept your 
request to join.   
If you have any questions, or if you’re not 
on Facebook but would like me to post 
information on your behalf, please email 
me at toohyper@sbcglobal.net or call me 
at (860) 543-9351. 

Nancy Gianetti #69463 
 

UPCOMINg EVENTS 
 Travel on a Safari with the Pasquale’s 

March 18, 2021, 7 PM via zoom. Link sent 
via email 

 “Where Are We Now” with the Potuchek’s 
in April date TBA.   

 May 1, 2021 CT JCI Senate Annual 
Meeting and Elections  

 May 1, 2021 Region ONE Caucus hosted 
by the CT JCI Senate 2021.  

 

US JCI SENATE E-NEwS 
A good way to keep up with what is going 
on with the US JCI Senate, JCI, JCI USA, 
is to subscribe to the bi-weekly E-Blast by 
going to the USJCISENATE.ORG web site 
and clicking on the E-News Subscription 
link on the left side of the home page to 
enter your name, senate number and 
email address.   
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

whErE ArE yOU 
TO ALL SENATORS:  Newsletters are 
being returned as undeliverable and we 
are missing or have an incorrect email 
address for:  

Louis Carloni   Lauren Cattel 
Mark Corvino   Russell Gabrielson 
Michael Genovese Paul Kulas 
Joel Lomazzo  Jeff Mackay 
Frank Maracco  Brooke Monsky 
Gary Ruchin   Ray Simeone 
Warren Sullivan  Russell Turne 
Roland Violette  Robert Wallek 
John Warner   Leslie Zaharevich 
Marques 
 
Please reply with to: 
ctjcisenate@gmail.com with your email 
address or other contact change 
information, or mail to: CT JCI Senate, c/o 
Jack Pasquale, Senator 32806,  655 Los 
Altos, North Port, FL 34287.  

US JCI SENATE ANNUAL 
MEETINg 

rEgION ONE BOOTh 
 Greetings CT Senators, 
 
The National Meeting is quickly 
approaching!  Please let me know if you 
will be attending the National Meeting in 
Virginia Beach June 13 - 18 and would 
like to volunteer at the booth on Monday, 
June 14th. I am coordinating ordering t-
shirts for a "uniform" in the booth to go 
with the theme "Friends Living the Creed", 
the shirts should cost no more than $10.   
 
. Also, I’m looking for a few people who 
crochet to assist with a project. If you 
crochet and want to know more, please 
email me at toohyper@sbcglobal.net 
 
Nancy Gianetti #69463 
Region ONE Booth Chairman 

 

PLACE yOUr Ad hErE 

AdVErTISE yOUr BUSINESS Or 

SErVICE, Or SENd OUT A MESSAgE 

fOr JCI SENATOrS TO SEE 

rATES:  $10 PEr ISSUE Or $30 fOr A yEAr 
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   IN CASE yOU MISSEd ThE fEBrUAry 20, 2021 zOOM MEETINg hErE ArE ThE 

ANSwErS TO LAST MONTh’S hOw wELL dO yOU KNOw yOUr fELLOw SENATOrS? 

 

 5  Hung out with Paul Newman while chairing the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp Jaycee State program. 
 10  Started taking karate at age 42 and currently working on a black belt.  

15  Spent 14 years serving on the Planning and Zoning Commission and another 14 years serving on the 
Town Council. 

3  Taught high school Spanish and am currently rereading Don Quixote in Spanish.  
12  When I was a baby, my favorite stuffed animal was a lamb that was my mother’s when she was young. 

I still have it. 
2  Collected coins as a child, mostly pennies... and still has the collection.   
17  Hot Dog Fanatic…Travels the US sampling and photographing at hot dog establishments. 
6  Worked on several Trump development Projects and appeared on one of his Apprentice commercials. 
16  Was on a special security team in the Navy to check bases for security and protect high-ranking 

officers at special functions. So… I was dressed in dress blue tux. 
18  Enjoys Listening to Polkas 
1  In the 2nd year of the Jaycee career, chaired a daylong Free Health Clinic which attracted, in addition 

to several physicians, over 3000 attendees.  The hard work and success of this project 
earned not only a State "Best Community Action Project" but an Honorable mention at the 
National Level. 

11 Related to Henry Ford 
4  “Mooned” the Senate Exec VP along with 7,000 people high up on the hill with Mint Juleps in their 

hands at Churchill Downs. 
9  Kissed Bobby Vinton on the cheek while having a photo taken with him. 
8  Avid wine enthusiast who attends tastings and visits vineyards to learn more. 
20  Saw performances of James Taylor, Marshall Tucker Band, Roy Orbison and Lionel Hampton one 

night at a festival for free. 
19  Attended multiple International JCI meetings in Asia, America’s, Continental Europe & British Isles. 
7  Saxophone Playing Senator 
14   Likes to take pictures of unusual or interesting scenery and post them on Facebook. 
13  Spent 10 years a full-time firefighter before starting a fire equipment business. 
 
 
 
 
 

1) Bill Potucheck  
2) Cathy Dempsey 
3) President Ariel Jones 
4) Linda Stonaha Gorzelany 
5) Jeffery Shoneck 
6) Nickitas Panayotou 
7) Jack Pasquale 
8) Allison Forsythe 
9) Karen Thompson 
10) Michele Tarantino 

11) Bonnie Blaisdell 
12) Nancy Gianetti 
13) NVP Rosaire Longe 
14) Fran Kass 
15) Peter Falk 
16) Bob Westendorff 
17) Vin Lentini 
18) David Perlot 
19) John McAuliffe 
20) Sue Zetoff  
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CT Jaycee Senate 2020 Shirt Order Form 

COLOR—CAMPUS GOLD 

Pricing includes embroidery for CT JCI Senate logo 

To add Name/Senate # add $10.00 per shirt 

  

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Senate #_________________________________  Phone#:______________________________ 

LADIES: 

 
STYLE: Sizes  

XS-XL 

ORDER # PRICE EXTRA 
SIZE FEE 

SIZE QUANTITY TOTAL 

Short Sleeve-Button 
Down 

78194 $36.00     

Long Sleeve-Button 
Down 

78193 $38.00     

 

   MENS: 

 
STYLE: Sizes S-XL 

ORDER # PRICE EXTRA 
SIZE FEE 

SIZE QUANTITY TOTAL 

Short Sleeve-Button 
Down 

88194 $36.00     

Long Sleeve-Button 
Down 

88193 $38.00     

 

EXTRA SIZE FEE:     2XL- add $2.50 per shirt; 3XL-add $3.50 per shirt; 4XL-add $4.50 per shirt; 5XL-add $5.50 per shirt 

**If you get your name on the shirt(s), name will be in script** 

Add Name & Senate # Yes or No $10 per shirt 
   
 

To see color—go to their website: 

https://www.4logowearables.com/cgi-bin/hw/hwb/chw-display-
PLstyle.w?sr=88194&currentColor=&hwCN=153150154&hwCNCD=153150154&hwST=1 

Please make checks out to CT JCI Senate and mail to: 

Cathy Dempsey, Senator #67625, 1124 Waterbury Road, Cheshire, CT 06410, Cell 203-910-4692,  
Email: cadmpsy752@earthlink.net 
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CT JCI Senate  
MAY CAUCUS  

April 30th - May 1, 2021 
           DoubleTree Bradley International Airport Hotel 

16 Ella Grasso Turnpike 

Windsor Locks, CT 06096 

Name ______________________  JCI Senate #_______________ Title______________ 

Spouse/Guest ________________ JCI Senate or Friendship #  ___________________ 

Street Address  _____________________________________________________________ 

City  _________________________________  State  __________  Zip ________________ 

Phone (s) Home __________________Work _________________ Cell  ________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

Item Qty  Total 
Will you be there Friday Night?  N/A  

Meeting Only 
 

 $5.00   

Saturday Boxed Luncheon: (Sandwich Choice) 
Roast Beef: 

Grilled Chicken: 
Turkey: 

Any Special Diet Needs? Gluten Free, Vegetarian 
Other:_____________________________ 

 

 $25.00 
Deadline to order 

04/26/2021 
 

Includes Meeting 
registration fee 

 

GRAND TOTAL    

   
 

Make Check(s) payable to “CT JCI Senate” DO NOT SEND CASH 
 

Method of Payment:  Check/Money Order #  _______________ Amount Enclosed $______________ 
Any Special Needs (specify):  ________________________________________________________ 

 
Mail Registrations form(s) and Payment(s) to: 

Karen Thomson #52424, 48 Hull Street, Ansonia, CT 06401 
H (203) 734-4719 or © (203) 906-7281 

 

Make your hotel reservation directly with DoubleTree Bradley International Airport Hotel 860-627-
5171 

$99.00/night – breakfast not included 
$114.00/night includes breakfast for 1 or 2 guests. 

Check In Time: 3:00PM    Check Out Time: 12:00PM       Reservations need to be modified and/or cancelled 24 hours prior to 
arrival in order to avoid a cancellation fee of one night’s room & tax. 

FOR THE ROOM BLOCK RATE PLEASE USE CODE “CT JCI SENATE” or use booking link: 
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?&ctyhocn=BDLETDT&groupCode=CDTJCI&arrival=20210430&

departure=20210502&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,en,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
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Here is an easy and painless way to help support the Connecticut JCI Senate at absolutely 
no cost to you.  It’s simple.  The Connecticut Junior Chamber International Senate is a 
registered charity at Amazon and is eligible to receive 0.05% of your purchases.  It’s easy.  
Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/22-3072781 and Amazon donates to Connecticut Junior 
Chamber International Senate, INC..  That’s it, fast, simple, painless and no money out of 
your pocket.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

Tax Deductible Donations are Welcome! 
 

The Connecticut JCI Senate is always looking for donations. If you would like to donate, we 
have many options for you: General Fund; Scholarship Fund; Forgotten Senator; or any 
other area you would like to designate.  Remember we are a 501(c)(3) organization, so your 
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  You may also use this form to 
update any of your information. 

 
Name ___________________________________________Senate#/FR#______________ 

 
Address ___________________________City_________________ State____ Zip_______ 

 
Home Phone _________________________ Cell Phone ___________________________ 

 
Email Address _____________________________________________________________ 

 
I wish to donate $_______ to: General Fund_____ Scholarship _____ Senatorship _______ 

 
Other ________________     I would like a receipt: Yes____ or No _____ 

 
Mail to: 

 CT JCI Senate, INC.;  C/O Treasurer Jack Pasquale; 655 Los Altos; North Port, FL 34287 

The Jaycee Creed 
Written: by C. William Brownfield - 1946 

We Believe 

That faith in God gives meaning and purpose to human life; 
That the brotherhood of man transcends the sovereignty of nations; 

That economic justice can best be won by free men through free enterprise; 
That government should be of laws rather than of men; 
That earth's great treasure lies in human personality; 
And that service to humanity is the best work of life. 


